< Regensburg Germany, situated at the confluence of the
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known as ,,City of Three Rivers", with its unique charm and its atmosphere IS
one of the most peautiful and picturesque German cities on the Danube.
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celebration. Traditional festivities are held
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These include the Oktoberfest, the world‘s
I largest folk festival, the Gaubodenfest in S
Straubing, which is the second largest and
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! are celebrated in every town and village. All of these <
Square E I celebrations are manifestations of the Bavarian joie de vivre for an important part of the festivities
’ Metres of b rmany You ha P @E is the coming together with friends and neighbours to enjoy a glass or two of beer. Historically it
@ S¢a de¢ oard gnq car; totally for ;/e the chang Nt in Degge E d m | was o‘nly at such times that local breweries were allowed to sell their beer to the public. Age-old
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' oo auher yy by 1S Wrned in 9gendorf gy, 1/ 6 0 26 » Regensburg 73 km b | km Every year there is fierce competition between the towns and cities in Bavaria for where the
pundo Medig now 0 J Estival are,ang -- » Munich 146 km f?nSbruck 310 km | highest (some up to over 90 feet) and most majestic pole is erected. The Maypole can look
' bishe s, hey 1 eng’”eering Il over oo Where \ Mmﬂ » Nuremb P Vienna 330 km different in each region. In some places it is planted with the tree bark, and in others it is stripped
POpUIay cia tve thei Students are Many, ) Mm! > S erg 176 km P Berlin 570 km and painted blue-and-white, hung with colourful ribbons, decorated with carved figures and
' Wantey c butiy OPiC; howe, i OMmewhgy f, .gmg _a|ZbU rg 158 km » Verona 578 k adorned with a wreath. The pole is erected by without technical assistance just with thick, long
@ in groS: The sty e, their pog dD Chauél Us aroyng /154 2 b Linz 139 km . Mil m rods (,,Schaibeln®) bound together into ,Scheren. This work can stretch out over two hours. In
F"'St tudi cont ! By 1 b Pilsen 136 km _'_ 5}” 630 km neighbouring communities the young men‘s associations often try to steal the maypole. According
' you c"_ltact F of a Ty EV dy, s Sts are the I Zurich 451 km to a custom, the stolen pole has to be redeemed by a ransom consisting of beer and food which
' all ove are INteresteay | = erélsonyOu ermOSt poth communities share together.
at th rm cal our cha
reprez eb innij ofy o Ve th Panies g ell e Lederhosen (literally- leather trousers) were once commonly used as work trousers by men
' Workpa, atives of th u . Ce to vjsj as ren throughout all the Alps and surrounding areas. The Bavarian Lederhosen differ from Lederhosen
€ comp Mester the jop fai d pani from other areas In SO far as they have a drop front that was an invention that originated in
I€s ang | i N perso r Unives from l Bavaria. Lederhosen are — and have always peen — seen as a symbol of virility and brawn. They are
inte nh ot We': ,37'7? extre_mely hardwear:lng and are therefore the trouser of choice for such outdoor activities as hiking,
- a futyre I working and gardening.
Today, although still worn by some for work, they are more usually reserved for celebrations and
I festivals and are worn with great pride on high days and holidays, in beer gardens and at folk
festivals, where they are worn with huge pride. Many men in Bavaria also hold up their Lederhosen
I with beautifully embroidered braces that have been lovingly stitched py their wife or girlfriend.
There's quite a lot of competition between the women to see who can embroider the most beautiful

pbraces!

As the Kilt in Scotland and the cowboy hat in the US, Lederhosen are a great source of national

pride worn by men of all ages across the state.



° Resurrection church: _
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